
Neighbourhood Greening Project 

Phase 1 – 5 Seedling Streets 

Information 



get greening your 
front garden or 
street balcony!

FIVE SEEDLING 
STREETSPrepared by: what if: projects Ltd 

for St. James Street Big Local 



The ‘Five Seedling Streets’ can create 
a big environmental impact and help 
to inspire street greening on other 
streets

Five Streets = 

250      
2          
15         
0.4ha  

share your skills and 
get involved

households 
schools 
businesses 
garden space 



native hedgerows

Create a new nature corridor in your 
street:
• Bring nature to your front garden, 
• Provide links with local landscapes, 

and
• Enhance local biodiversity and 

provide wildlife habitats. 

Hedgerows were an original feature 
of front gardens and garden 
boundaries in the area and this 
scheme aims to reinvigorate the 
areas identity and history. They have 
the natural ability to capture 
pollution, reduce noise and mitigate 
flooding. 
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1 native species choices 

Prepare the ground by digging 
over a strip 60cm wide and one 
spade blade deep / remove all 
weeds / form the soil into a 
ridge about 15-20cm high and 
50cm across to plant into Do 
not add organic matter to the 
bottom of the trench / trim back 
damaged roots to healthy 
growth with sharp knife or old 
pair of secateurs

Soil preparation: Spread out the roots / on 
container-grown plants, scrape 
away the compost from the top 
of the root ball / on sandy or 
heavy clay soils, mix organic 
matter, such as garden 
compost with the soil dug out 
from the hole / plant out at 
30cm spacings / work soil 
between the roots, firm plants 
in so that soil is in close 
contact with the roots. Water if 
the soil is dry / mulch to a 
depth of 7.5cm (3in) after 
planting to prevent weeds.

Planting: 

Holly Field Maple Hazel



1 native species choices 

Ensure plants are well-watered 
during dry spells for the next 
two years / top-dress annually 
with a general-purpose 
fertiliserand re-apply mulch as 
required / keep the hedge and 
45cm on each side weed-free.

Aftercare: 

Create a dense face and top, 
trimming is usually required 
once or twice a year.

Maintenance: 

Hazel Guelder Roas Spindle



front garden-ing 

Enabling the cultivation of food-
growing / woodland / meadow 
species in front gardens and 
balconies:
• Providing the resources for resi-

dents to grow crops and other 
beneficial species, 

• Enabling neighbours to share their 
gardening skills over their garden 
wall . 

• To grow across garden boundaries 
and, where viable, along footways. 

Planters or troughs in a range of sizes 
and plant species from seeds to small 
trees and shrubs. 
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2 fruit trees and bushes

45-50cmdiameter pots / good-
quality compost (John Innes 
No 3), or multi-purpose 
compost mixed with one-third 
by volume grit or perlite.

Potting:
Pruning should be carried out 
when the tree is dormant, 
(between November and early 
March).
Year 1 Prune to a bud 75cm 
above the ground, with three or 
four healthy buds below.
Year 2 Select three to five 
shoots to form the main 
framework and remove any 
others. Shorten shoots by half. 
Year 3 Shorten the growth on 
the main stems/branches) by 
one third, leaving eight to ten 
branches to form a permanent 
framework

Maintenance: 

Apple Pear Cherry

Water generously / Allow 
compost’s surface to dry out 
before the next watering / 
Leave hardy fruit outdoors over 
winter.

Aftercare: 
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HomeHome  »» Top FruitsTop Fruits  »» Fruit trees - Notes for the beginner
Fruit trees - Notes for the beginner

Fruit trees - Notes for the

beginner

Growing fruit trees - a forword

for beginners.....

To the uninitiated at first glance, the subject can appear confusing! As a basic starting

point:

FIRST Read the

paragraph on

pollination, so you

can make sure that

when you choose

your varieties they will

cross pollinate.

SECOND Choose the

rootstock you require.

This determines how

big the trees will

grow. There are

different rootstocks

for apple, pear, plum

and cherry, each

described at the

beginning of each section.

THIRD Choose the varieties of each fruit you want, ordering them on the selected

rootstock.

NOTE It is not necessary to choose a rootstock if you want supercolumns, cordons,

fans, espaliers or any other trained tree as these are automatically sent out on the

rootstock best suited to them.
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Chris Bowers & Sons

Whispering Trees

Nurseries
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Contact us

Click here to request our

catalogue

2 fruit trees and bushes

Blackcurrant Whitecurrant Redcurrant

Year 1 In early spring of the 
first year after planting, select 
five main stems and prune 
them back to 15-20cm .
Year 2 onwards In mid-June to 
July, shorten the current 
season’s growth back to five 
leaves / in winter, remove dead 
wood and low-lying shoots. 
Then spur prune all side shoots 
by cutting them back to one to 
three buds from the base. Year 
3 Shorten the growth on the 
main stems/branches) by one 
third, leaving eight to ten 
branches to form a permanent 
framework

Maintenance: 

45-50cmdiameter pots / good-
quality compost (John Innes 
No 3), or multi-purpose 
compost mixed with one-third 
by volume grit or perlite.

Potting:



2 herbs / crops from seed

30-50cm diameter pots / Use a 
gritty, well-drained compost 
compost,or multi-purpose 
compost mixed with one-third 
by volume grit or perlite.

Potting:

Rosemary Mint Oregano

Thyme Sage



Spinach Salad onions Peas

Seed trays are suitable for 
starting off vegetables to their 
own containers / for larger 
seeds such as broad beans, use 
deeper, individual containers 
such as cardboard tubes / once 
established move on to 
containers outside

Potting: 
30-50cm diameter pots / Use a 
gritty, well-drained compost 
compost,or multi-purpose 
compost mixed with one-third 
by volume grit or perlite.

Sowing:

Broad beanTomato Beetroot



rainwater recycling

Create a new front garden water 
supply infrastructure:
• Reduce surface water drainage, 
• Provide an alternative source of 

water for your garden and 
communal green spaces. 

• Increase sustainability. 

Most houses include a rainwater 
down-pipe at the front of the house. 
This scheme provides residents with 
access to water for both their front 
gardens and communal green areas 
in the street. 
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1. Position water butt 50cm 
from the rainwater downpipe.
2. Mark top level of water butt 
on your rainwater downpipe 
and make another mark 10cm 
above.
3. Make another mark 7cm 
above the previous line.
4. Cut the pipe on both marks.

Installation:
5. Remove the cut section 6. 
Manouevre the diverter onto 
the downpipe.
7. Attach a pipe clip to support 
the diverter.
8. Attach flexible hose to the 
diverter.
9. Attach hose to water butt 
and place on lid. 

Rainwater Filter 

3 rainwater filter and water butt 



3 rainwater filter and water butt 

Water butt



garden composting

4

Create a new front garden 
composting system:
• Reduce green waste collection 
• Create healthy compost for plants 

and trees
• Increase sustainability.  

This provides residents with green 
waste disposal - neighbours could 
share a bin. 
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4 making garden compost

25-50 % soft green materials 
(e.g. grass clippings, annual 
weeds, vegetable kitchen 
waste, or manure) to feed the 
micro-organisms. 

The remainder should be 
woody brown material (e.g. 
prunings, wood chippings, 
paper, cardboard, straw or 
dead leaves)

Compost mix:

Place a lot of composting 
materials on the heap in one 
go, and turn it periodically 
(perhaps every month) to 
introduce air. 

Remember to keep the heap 
moist in dry weather – turning 
will give you an opportunity to 
assess the moisture level.

Turning the heap:

Garden compost can take 
atleast six months to reach 
maturity. The compost will be 
dark brown, with a crumbly 
soil-like texture. 

Any remaining un-rotted 
material can be added to the 
next batch of composting 
materials

Ready compost:



4 making garden compost

Compost bin
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